
Porpita 

Classification 

Kingdom: Animalia 

Phylum: Cnidaria 

Class: Hydrozoa 

Order: Anthoathecata 

Family: Porpitidae 

Genus: Porpita 

 

 

Habit and habitat 

Free-floating colonies: Blue buttons are not individual jellyfish, but rather colonies of 

individual organisms (zooids) working together. 

Carnivorous: They feed on small marine animals like copepods, crab larvae, and 

juvenile fish. 

Tropical and subtropical waters: They are found in warm waters around the world. 

Mediterranean Sea: Blue buttons are also found in this semi-enclosed sea. 

Reported occurrences: They have been found along coasts of various countries, 

including India, Bangladesh, Pakistan, and the Red Sea. 

Characteristic 

 It is a marine and polymorphic colony found in abundance around southern Atlantic 

coasts. 

 It is discoidal in shape and thus resembles a medusa. 

 A distinct and independent float is absent, but the disc is chitinous, multi-chambered 

and encloses sufficient quantity of air in these chambers, and acts as pneumatophore. 

 Below the chitinous part is present a layer of coenosarc which is traversed by 

numerous ectodermal and endodermal tracheae (canals). The former communicated 

with the air chambers and to outside and the later with the coelenteron of the zooids. 

(a) Dactylozooids which hang from the peripheral margins of the disc and are 

armed with nematocysts, thus acting as offensive and defensive zooids 

(b) Gonozoids, which are found in bunches attached along the lower surface of disc 

around the gastrozoid and which act as reproductive zooids 

(c) Gastrozoid is single, pitche “shaped and is situated in the centre along the lower 

surface of disc and acts as nutritive zooid. 

 The gonozoids produce medusae. 

For Further details link ) 

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=892b6d78acac2e62&cs=0&sxsrf=AE3TifPAmRhqpmTvTpeaMqUUzUaDDRNdkA%3A1755772331587&q=zooids&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwipncnQ2ZuPAxWExTgGHYaWMaoQxccNegQIGxAB&mstk=AUtExfD1gyamn0pvoYMlqmaXZWjBiihYF2cdfW4t_fCSP9wuxsd8CfhS3E6piKBn0NQRlpe1K3fK9LGL6Ga-vn10jDkMs6NJsuYvhzUpVqMvFgPZ0rmK1r7f56tuP4G6fboSBtGPujCeEwv3nHX_tpJRu_df0g4PuXg4GTq9Fm_YLjhIcmoSYn7WEEGNmA8-E8-kh0mxxt5POm7TkczggNIB1CalZ_SBiPVZVPLvQoHDQKFohLTAChRxtWd_8RW2zWuQLzbzeiDF_sDVC1AM0rj4YFACsS1VHTSCKMGkauhE3qHnuA&csui=3
https://www.biologydiscussion.com/structures/structure-of-porpita-with-diagram-zoology/60505
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